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- REPCRT CF THE CIVIL AEFPONAUTICS BOARD

or the
Investigetion of on Accraent Involving Aircraft
Curing & Local Fractice Flight .

Michael Kenistras was fatally injured in an eceident vhich occurred
neer Salona, Pernnsvlvania, about 7 20 p.rwe on June 2, 19L3. Kanmistras
held s student pilot certifacate and had accumulsted approximately 117
hours of flight tire, all ir the type of airplanc involved. The aircrafd,
a Piper JEA, NC 41211, owned by the Piper Aircraft Corporation, was de-
molished.

¥anistras, flying solo from the front seat, took off on & locazl prec-
tice flight from the Cup Haven Airport, Lock Haven, Pennsvlvania, about
7 00 pam. Aporox.mately 15 mirutes later, in the vicimity of Salona, wat-
nesses observed the plane nose cown :nto a glide from an altitude of about
500 feet. The sound of power being applisd at intervals was heard ond tae
ta1l of the plane apneared to raw from side to side during the descent.
The glide wes continued 1n a southeasterly direction, becoming progressively
stesper until the plane disappeared from view behind a hill. A crash was
heard almost instantly thercafter and the wreckare *8s found lying in a
wheat fi1eld in an i1averted position., Evidence indicated that impact had
occurred at an angle of aoolt 55° on the right side of the landing gear,
lower portion of the enzine ana raght wing tip simultaneously, following
shaich the airceraft slid forward slightly and turned over.

M exmmination of the wreckage revealed that the fork of the turn-
buckle assembly located et the upn-zlevator horn wes broken near the end
of the berrel. The eppearance of the break 1naicated that a fatigue crack
had existed for some time prior to the accident. The broken fork wes et-
tachea te the clevator horr with a bolt which was installed so tightly as
to restrict the necessary frees motion bctween tne turmbuckie assembly and
the horn. The lack of frco movement obviously resulted in repeated bending
of the fork and accounts for the break. This unsatisfectory condition had
apparently oxlstea ever since the last major overhaul, as evidenced by the
undisturbed paint and dope in the wicinity of the connection.

Thais eaircraft had been flown 127 hours and 50 minutes since it was re-
tuilt and inspected at the Paper factory aim lay 1643. A 100-hour periodaic
inspection had been performed sines that time but the records do neot indi-
cete that the pertinent turnbuckle conncetion to the hern was checked.
Piper Aircraft Corporation Service Bulletin No. 67, 1ssued on April 14,
1943, one month before the airplanc was rcbuilt by the manufacturer, gave
speceafic imstruetions that 2ll turnbuckle attaching bolts should be checked
Tfor *he purposc of preventang too taght an installation.

The slabilizer was found set in & practically full "nose-down™ posi-
tion. BSince the design or the stabalizer cdjusting meochanism on this model
airplane 1s such that impact of the plane with the ground vould not alter
the position of the stabilizer, 2t must be concluded that the surface was



